
WINTER PALE
A novel



What is the story about?

It is occupied Paris, 1943. The inevitable conflict between a French Resistance 

fighter and a German SS officer forces a nostalgic young woman from Britain to 

resolutions she has never thought herself capable of. 



SYNOPSIS

Winter Pale never knew much about choices. 

A victim of circumstance, she always felt like 

a reed swayed by the wind. 

But now comes war and, with it, comes love. 

A French Resistance fighter and an SS major 

both claim her heart. Two enemies with so 

much more than meets the eye.

In the war that rages between them, 

Winter Pale has to choose more than sides; 

she has to decide on her own path in life. 

A decision that takes its toll on the lives of 

them all, because no choice can ever be 

without consequence. 



Inspirations



Attached to her father, when he dies, her 

universe turns up-side-down. Moving to Paris 

with her mother to settle into a new life brings 

about new disappointments. The war finds her 

on the threshold of womanhood, a destitute 

foreigner in a city with which she is bound by a 

love-hate relationship.

When she has to leave the nest and, henceforth, 

make her own decisions, she realizes she has 

never made a single choice about anything in 

her life. But living and loving can be so 

complicated, one can’t meet their challenges 

faint-hearted. Will she be able to break the 

vicious circle of fault and guilt? Will she be strong 

enough to face up to the consequences?

Survival;  the game of impressions; and a void 

where angels and demons reside. 

WINTER PALE

The characters

The 43-year-old SS major; a British mother 

in his origins. Educated and composed, he 

has learned to be dedicated and dutiful.

But his feelings for Winter have dangerously 

extended a  pre-existing crack in his loyalty 

and, now, the war developments come to 

shatter the last of its fragments. 

He wants to know the truth behind this long-

running sequel of diabolical coincidences or 

the well-crafted plot played out against him 

for months. And he needs to dig up his rival 

and crush him. It is the call of an instinct 

telling him that, in this drama, there is a 

certain role for him to play and this role he is 

going to play to the end.

FRIEDRICH VON STIELEN

(Fred)
In his late 20s, the impassioned French 

Resistance fighter has the heart of a true rebel.

His bond with his sister, an almost incestuous 

love, is marked by an irredeemable sin. And he 

had a brother; he was killed in the Spanish 

Civil War. 

When he finds Winter passed out in the street 

and takes her in, something moves inside him. 

Like she is someone he has known from the 

past, a familiar face he has been longing to 

meet again. He wants to offer her the precious 

gift of freedom, show her what it means to live 

a life worth living. And he will never let her 

belong to that man: it is a small, small world; 

as their paths cross again, vengeance is calling.

He is bold, and he is reckless; he is explosive 

and unpredictable; and he loves just as fiercely 

as he hates. 

RENÉ MARTIN



MOTHER

Saving her children cost her a fortune in cash and an entire self 

in dignity.

AUNT MARTHA

She had a son who was not hers, now she has a daughter she 

might as well have cast away and despised. But she didn’t.

OTHER CHARACTERS

The English
LOUIS

And then he plays Chopin and draws in the music, as if it is the 

very air he breathes. 

MARIE

At the hour of the beast, she swears not to withhold a shred of 

this despicable and blasphemous conspiracy.

CHRISTIAN DUPONT (STEPFATHER)

He is a kind of long-living and durable parasite that poverty and 

disease cannot not touch, and war cannot not either.

PIERRE MORNÉ

Sensitivity is not on the list of his qualities and he will do no 

favors, unless certain to get a bigger favor in return.

GEORGETTE DOUFFET

On the scarce occasions when she talks about her past, an 

obscure cloud casts its shadow upon her eyes.

The French
KLAUS MOLNICH

Noble and dignified as ever, he is another needless victim of 

war.

KRIMINALRAT BLUT

He is a nasty little creep, who actually calls all the shots at the 

Gestapo.

KARL FREIER

His tender face, his strong embrace, his carefully attentive 

touch, and a unique moment which is better than never.

OBERSTLEUTNANT VON H.

Too much intrigue and the balances to keep so delicate…

The German



Light alternates with darkness, happiness with gloom. 

There is nostalgia, contemplation, some humor even 

derives from incidents happening in the occupied city.

There is intrigue, suspicion, concealed secrets 

awaiting to be revealed. 

And there is Paris, WWII images, popular songs 

of the ’30s and ’40s, classical music and poetry. 

TONE



THE WORLD

The city of Paris plays an 

important role throughout the 

story. Its resilience to all kinds 

of adversity, its bohemian 

mood, the romance about it, 

music and entertainment, 

even the weather, act as a 

distinct character, conveying 

meanings, thoughts and 

feelings. Enchanting and 

inspiring, Paris makes a 

magnificent set, especially for 

a wartime story. 



THE WORLD


